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Abstracts

SASA MISIC, «Per non rimanere soli». La Jugoslavia e la sinistra italiana,
1948-1957

The main aim of this paper is to examine, on the basis of relevant and so far
unpublished documents from Belgrade archives, the stance of Yugoslav communists
towards the Italian left after Yugoslavia’s expulsion from the Cominform in 1948. Since
the breakup with the Cominform in the same time meant the termination of cooperation
with the closest party until then — the Partito Comunista Italiano (PCI), Yugoslavia was
very active in trying to win support of other Italian left-wing parties, movements or
individuals. This required the widest possible basis for gathering all left-wing members
into a broad spectrum which would encompass everybody, from communists to social
democrats. The initial attempts to win the support of the Partito Socialista Italiano (PSI)
through the existing sympathies of its leaders did not give the expected results, because
this party after some time took the same attitude as the PCI and the Cominform. In the
same time, they also failed to gain a stronghold with some other parties of the Italian
left, like the Partito Socialista Unitario. The Yugoslav attempt to organize a so-called
“progressive movement” in Italy, composed of various pro-Yugoslav party dropouts,
also had a very modest effect. A bit more significant stronghold was obtained only after
the emergence of the two pro-Yugoslav dissidents — Valdo Magnani and Aldo Cucchi —
who withdrew from the PCI in 1951 and organized their own Movimento Lavoratori
Italiani, which soon grew into the Unione Socialista Indipendente, both movements
enjoying the Yugoslav support. After the reconciliation with the USSR, Yugoslavia
resumed the relations with the leading Italian left-wing parties — in 1956 with the PCI
and the next year, 1957, with the PSI.
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