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Abstracts

ETTORE CINNELLA, Il “compromesso storiografico”. 1l PCI e il giumo
storico sullURSS

Giuseppe Boffa (1923-1998) was one of the mostanellectuals of the Italian
Communist Party. Journalist and political observee frequently visited the Soviet
Union as correspondent of «I'Unita», Italian CommnsinParty’s official newspaper.
Boffa also wrote several books on the history ofi@occommunism. His two-volume
history of the Soviet Union was even translated Russian and secretly published in
the USSR for the exclusive use of the Communisy'Rafficials.

The article examines in general Italian Communistgidies in Soviet history. In
particular, the article is devoted to Boffa’'s adtyvboth as a journalist and as an
historian, in order to determine whether his wodantributed to alter the myth of the
USSR in the years of «Eurocommunism». The article analyses Boffa’s influence
over the intellectual formation of Gorbachev, whwrbughly read Boffa’sStoria
dell’Unione Sovietican its Russian edition and deeply appreciated hoskw
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