Nuova Rivista Storica
Anno XCVI, Maggio-Agosto 2012, Fascicolo Il

Abstracts

AURELIO Musl, Le *“occasioni mancate” dell'ltalia: I'Unita prima
dell’Unita

The object of this article is an investigation atbtmissed opportunities” of unity before

the Unity of Italy in 1861: from Medieval to ModeHmiistory. Italian City-States and

Empire of Federico Il, the crisis of Italian Stat8ystem between XV and XVI

centuries, the Spanish Imperial System, the agBlagfoleon, Gioacchino Murat are
regarded as historical situations of “missed opputies”. The different meanings of

this concept are: the realistic possibilities tokemahe unity in a specific historical

context; the willful project to make the unity, sted by the protagonists; the
anachronistic projection from the present to thet pad the public use of history. So a
study of “missed opportunities” of unity before taity shows the “common sense” of
Italian political Unity in 1861.



