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Abstracts

GIGLIOLA SoLDI RONDININI, Politica e mecenatismo: i Portinari, il Banco
Medici e i suoi ‘maggiori’ nelle vicende del ducatfmrzesco (1450-1499)

The aim of this essay is to show and explain thgireg of the Portinari Family from
Tuscany. No study has been made as yet on thidyfamd relationship they had with
the Banco Medici (the Milan branch) and the dukeddriine Sforza.

The outstanding member of this family here taketo inonsideration is Pigello
Portinari, the manager of the Banco Medici. Thetrenpublished documents throw
light on Pigello’s work as a banker and the role gh@yed in the dukedom while
Francesco Sforza was in power. Through a detaiédcareful description of the events
taking place at the time the money circulation ifaMl in its specific characteristics is
also illustrated.

A large section of the essay focuses on the fidrsiiuation of the dukedom, which
has been examined thanks to both the documentsanedtabove, belonging to the
Sate Archives of Milan and on unpublishedeport of the State of Milan of 1463,
together with a very rare bibliography.

The rich material gives us the opportunity to learfot above the debit and credit of
dukedom, the expenses of both the court and the Hukself; there are lists of names
of captains and men-at-arms, of noble familiesit ppovides a window on the way the
State was run both from a political and administeapoint of view.

The Portinari were great patrons of the arts, aafppg@ainting. They were in touch
with the most famous Flemish masters of the timdéyo wgot from the family
commissions for many works which are now exhibite&lorence.

It is thanks to Pigello that the Portinari chapedswbuilt inside the Saint Eustorgio
Basilica in Milan. The history of the chapel andscigtion of its decorations by
Vincenzo Foppa are also included.



