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Abstracts

ROBERTOBELLOSTA, | briganti e le opportunita della guerra. Piccdiaria
criminale di due fuorilegge valsesiani del Quatimo

The recent historical production concerning theiessf crime and banditry in Italy
towards the end of the Middle Age and the beginrohghe Modern Age has often
brought the foreground the link existing betweernr \aad the spreading of crime.
However, war is here essentially regarded as dd&gr responsible for the social and
economic conditions which can bring about a risthencrime rate. The story related in
these pages of the two outlaws, living and actiatyvben Piedmont and Lombardy in
the XV century, lends support to this theory, but it asows war could offer other
advantages and opportunities to criminals. In Veat was above all a primary cause of
unrest and instability and, therefore, it coulewallcriminals a greater freedom of action
and assure them ample guarantee of impunity, edpean those places where they
were used to changing out their business: those wegyged fringe areas along the
borders where the power of the State was weak #iad onable to control the territory
and keep order.

What is more, in wartime bandits were given thencleato be recruited as saboteurs or
infiltrators beyond enemy lines. This opportunityasvwell-known too and fully
exploited by the bandits who, looking for these agynities war could offer to them, in
peace time often set out and moved to places where were conflicts going on. And
this is precisely what the two protagonists of gty did.



