Nuova RIvista Storica
Anno XCIII, Settembre-Dicembre 2009, Fascicolo IlI

Abstracts

FRANCEScO LEFEBVRE D’'OviDIO, Eden, la guerra italo-etiopica e tist
case

Mussolini decided to open the Ethiopian questiodanuary 1935, following the Laval-
Mussolini Agreement. He did not plan to conquerwhmle of Ethiopia with a war, but
rather aimed to acquiring direct control over parits territories, as envisaged in the
tripartite treaty of 1906, and at imposing a prtdegte or a mandate over the remaining
independent central area, as the liberal goverrsnaitaly had attempted to do with
the treaty of Uccialli. These objectives were toaohieved by means of an agreement
with Great Britain. The British government, howeveecided to oppose the disruption
of Ethiopia, on the grounds that to oppose sucltpolas essential to the credibility of
the League and in order to maintain security inopar Anthony Eden had a
fundamental role in proposing and in executing sualicy. However, the article argues
that by doing so, Eden relied optimistically on tteterrent effect that Britain’s
opposition would have had, he did not anticipatesd@lini’'s decision to proceed
notwithstanding such opposition and he did not glarthe consequences of the failure
of a purely verbal opposition. The opposition itsbeing based on financial sanctions,
but «short of war», was fruitless. On the otherdhaim order to give strength to
Britain’s opposition, Eden wanted to secure Framsepport, both at the League and in
the form of military cooperation in case Britaindh@ go to war with Italy. Such action,
ultimately, broke the Franco-Italian friendshipstteyed the so-called «Stresa Front»
and did not succeed in preventing the conquesttobpia.



