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Abstracts

MIicHELA CATTO, Una crociata contro la Cina. Il dialogo tra Anton
Sanchez e José de Acosta intorno a una guerra giu€Skeleste Impero

In 1587 Alonso Sanchez (1545-1593) and José det&qd$40-1600) debated the
possibility of waging war against China, and spealfy whether from a theological
prospective, it would be justifiable conquering &hito Christianize it. Both Jesuits
supported their positions by invoking Francisco\iria’s theories of just war, but
they came to opposite conclusions. More importantigcussing the application of just
war to the case of China, challenged the receivadians of Chinese culture and
government, bringing forth the vexing question diether it was legitimate or even
possible to transform China into a second Europe. tWo Jesuits championed different
approaches to conquering: Sanchez supported cangusr means of the sword, as in
America; Acosta, by means of the art of the petisma® adopt Christianity, this is, the
approach used by the Apostles and the primitiver€@hurheir debate is important also
because it reflects the spectrum of views and ipositwithin the Society of Jesus at the
end of the sixteenth century. These differenceseweauch alive also in Far East
missions and concerned directly the opinions alibatresults already achieved in
China. This research presented by this articld&urillustrates both the variety of Jesuit
approaches to theccomodatio subject, and the different political positionswrespect
to the relationship between temporal or spiritu@hers. Sanchez sides with the intents
of the Spanish monarchy favouring a centralisecmmation of the mission; Acosta
supports instead a freer and more flexible position



